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Welcome to the third edition of our newsletter.

Aurelia Bioscience is now established as a contract research organisation with expertise in bio-assay development, 

pharmacological investigation, high throughput and iterative screening strategies. The main thrust of our work is to 

support client's drug discovery projects. It is fascinating to see the diversity of high quality research ideas being 

worked on, all with the potential to have significant impact on unmet medical need. It is our job to work with our 

client's scientists to drive the projects forward in a cost effective and meaningful manner. An example of one of 

these programs is given below where Summit PLC has made significant progress in the search for an effective 

medicine to treat Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, a devastating neuro-muscular wasting disease.

In addition to our contract work, as a science-based company, we also carry out our own research. This is to 

contribute new ideas, maintain our expertise and enhance our reputation in drug discovery screening. To this end 

we have also been active in gaining grant support to build our scientific capabilities at Aurelia Bioscience, as 

described below.
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Summit progresses Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy therapeutic programme; partners with Aurelia 

Bioscience.

Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD) is a recessive X-linked form of muscular dystrophy, affecting around 1 in 

3,600 boys, which results in muscle degeneration and eventual death.The disorder is caused by a mutation in the 

dystrophin gene which codes for the protein dystrophin, an important structural component within muscle tissue 

that provides structural stability to the dystroglycan complex of the cell membrane. Utrophin is a muscle structural 

protein related to the dystrophin protein and it is hypothesised that utrophin can partially compensate for the 

dystrophin defect in DMD.

Summit PLC, Oxford, UK has engaged Aurelia to provide cell biology and plate-based pharmacology support for 

their Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD) therapeutic programme. Summit is developing small molecule utrophin 

modulator drugs as potential therapies for all forms of DMD.  The company’s lead candidate, SMT C1100, has 

been shown to increase levels of utrophin protein in a murine model of DMD with associated alleviation of muscle 



weakness symptoms. To strengthen their utrophin franchise Summit are developing next generation utrophin 

modulators and they are outsourcing discovery science activities, including cell based compound screening. 

Francis Wilson, Director of Chemistry at Summit commented “Summit is delighted to be working with Aurelia to 

progress our next generation utrophin modulation programme.  We have established an excellent working 

relationship and look forward to collaborating further as we progress the development of these molecules.” Gary 

Allenby, CSO at Aurelia commented “Summit has an exciting programme with real potential to make a difference to 

this difficult disease. Aurelia Bioscience is ideally placed to support Summit in this due to the match with our niche 

bioscience CRO expertise which includes cell based compound screening.”

SMTC1100 has recently successfully completed a Phase 1b clinical study in patients with DMD. Preliminary results 

indicate it is safe and well tolerated at all doses tested in the study and reduced creatine kinase (associated with 

muscle damage) levels were detected. Ongoing studies will begin in 4Q 2014.

Enhancing Aurelia's scientific capabilities.

With growing confidence in it's CRO business model and ability to deliver solutions to life science clients, Aurelia 

has set out to enhance its scientific capabilities. The company has secured a grant from the Nottingham 

Technology Grant Fund to support these activities.

The Nottingham Technology Grant Fund (N'Tech) is a new grant programme funded by the Regional Growth Fund 

and delivered by Nottingham City Council. It is designed to support the development of businesses operating within 

Nottingham's three priority growth sectors; life sciences, digital content and clean technologies. The programme is 

focused on small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) within the Greater Nottingham area and provides grants of 

between £20,000 and £1m per company to support business growth and expansion. N'Tech grants are available to 

fund the exploitation of intellectual property, the development of new technologies and investment in capital 

infrastructure.

Direct benefits of the grant are already being felt as Aurelia has taken on more laboratory and office space to allow 

company expansion. An additional scientist is being recruited to directly contribute to our client work and take part 

in our in-house research. To date our in-house research has focussed on the development of phenotypic / label 

free approaches to drug discovery and this will now be expanded. With some support for capital costs, there is also 

the opportunity to develop new capabilities and several ideas are being developed - watch this space. 



Recruitment

Aurelia Bioscience is recruiting an experienced bio-

assay development scientist to work at our 

laboratories at Biocity, Nottingham. This is an 

exciting opportunity to work alongside seasoned drug 

discovery professionals on a range of important 

projects with real therapeutic potential. Follow this 

link to see the job description Please get in touch if 

you are interested (info@aureliabio.com)

Meetings attended and presentations

Society for Laboratory Automation and Screening 

meeting, Januray 2014 in San Diego, USA. This is 

one of the key annual conferences that covers a wide 

range of activities associated with drug discovery 

screening, assay development, laboratory 

automation, compound collections, new screening 

approaches and informatics. A great chance to catch 

up with colleagues old and new.

UKTI Swiss market visit. Aurelia and several other 

CROs from BioCity/Nottingham took part in a market 

visit to Geneva and Basel, Switzerland where they 

were able to present their services to colleagues 

from Swiss pharma and biotechnology companies. 

The trip was facilitated by UK Trade & Investment 

(UKTI) through their extensive UK-Switzerland 

network. For more information, click here and here.
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Upcoming events :-

Scientists from Aurelia 

Bioscience will be attending the 

following meetings :-

ELRIG Meeting, Manchester UK, 

Sept 2014

XXIII International Symposium 

on Medicinal Chemistry, Lisbon, 

Portugal Sept 7-11, 2014 - TBC

SLAS, Washington DC, USA, 

Jan 2015

Life Sciences Israel, Tel Aviv, 

Israel 18-19 February 2015 

TBC
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